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The Inheritance Tax. By Max West, Special Examiner in the 
Bureau of Corporations. Second Edition, Completely Revised 
and Enlarged. Being, as originally published, volume IV, 
number 2, of the Columbia University Studies in History, 
Economics and Public Law. (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1908. Pp. 249. $2). 
This timely, new edition of Dr. West's, now fourteen years old 
and well known study of the inheritance tax, is the best hand- 
book on the subject. It is the outgrowth of many years of study 
begun under the guidance of Professor Seligman when the author 
was a student at Columbia University. The new edition, which is 
truly "revised and enlarged," includes all the valuable, historical 
material of the first edition and reviews the many and extensive 
changes brought about by the legislation during the past four- 
teen years. The articles by Huebner and MilKs in the Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, August, 1904, and February, 1905, called the 
attention of economic students to the great amount of legislation 
on the inheritance tax enacted in the United States during the past 
fifteen years. At the present time some thirty-two of the Ameri- 
can commonwealths have inheritance taxes in force, and every 
year presents new legislation. The proposal, by President Roose- 
velt, of a new national inheritance tax lends added interest to the 
subject. So rapidly do changes come about that such a summary 
of present conditions as Dr. West 's book presents is indispensable 
to the student, the legislatures and the courts. 

Dr. West begins with a review of the history and present status 
of the inheritance tax in all European countries, giving the great- 
est space to France, Germany, Switzerland and the British Empire. 
He then describes the inheritance taxes in each of the American 
commonwealths and closes the book with an analysis of the legal 
and economic theories on which the tax rests. 

The work is an unbiased presentation of the data necessary for a 
clear knowledge of the subject; although the quotations selected 
from W. E. H. Lecky, Alfred Nobel, and President Roosevelt on a 
fore-page, and from Andrew Carnegie and others in the chapter on 
The Economic Theory, may possibly be taken as an indication that 
the author entertains an altruistic desire to see the heirs of very 
rich men rehe ved of the embarassment and danger of great unearned 
wealth. 
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The conclusions drawn by the author may be shown by the fol- 
lowing citations: "The inheritance tax seems to be preeminently 
an institution of democracy." "That the inheritance tax is very 
commonly regarded as something more than a purely fiscal meas- 
ure is shown by frequent proposals to use the proceeds for certain 
benevolent or educational purposes." " The inheritance tax seems 
admirably adapted to replace the antiquated personal property tax 
in state budgets." "As long as the state inheritance taxes are no 
heavier than at present, a federal tax might perhaps be superim- 
posed upon them, as was done temporarily during the Spanish War, 
without making the burden excessive." But the author does not 
favor this possibility, holding that the tax should be retained and 
developed by the states. „ „ _ 

University of California. 

Apprenticeship in American Trade Unions. By James M. Mot- 
ley, Assistant Professor of Economics in Leland Stanford, Jr., 
University. Johns Hopkins University Studies, in Historical 
and Political Science. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 
1907. Pp. 110. 50c.). 

This is an admirable, scholarly piece of research, of the highest 
credit to its author and the economic seminary of Johns Hopkins 
University. There is but one place where I would raise a question, 
and that is in the difficult attempt to classify the unions according 
to the extent to which they enforce apprenticeship as a pre- 
requisite to membership. About fifty unions do not attempt to 
maintain apprenticeship systems. These include thirty-five unions 
of unskilled workmen, such as garment workers and hod-carriers, 
eleven highly skilled trades like the railroad brotherhoods, where 
the employer must assure himself that the men are competent, 
seven trades with a minute division of labor, like the carriage and 
wagon workers, and a few professions rather than trades, like the 
musicians. At the other extreme, nineteen unions actually suc- 
ceed in enforcing apprenticeship conditions, such as lace operatives 
and iron moulders, where highly trained workmen are required, 
where the industry is highly localized and the union is well organized. 
The other fifty unions, Uke the building trades, are only partially 
successful, where the national organization leaves the enforcement 



